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	David Murray John Building

Floor 3 Brunel Centre

Swindon

SN1 1LH

                           Tel: 01793 444666
Fax: 01793 708701

enquiries@swindon-pct.nhs.uk
www.swindon.nhs.uk


23rd  July 2012
Dear Ms. McCulloch
 Our Reference: 1473
I am writing to confirm that the Trust has now completed its search for the information you requested. The information you requested is as follows:
1. How many adults you have with a diagnosis of autistic spectrum disorder (any, although if there are separate statistics for Asperger's, HFA, LFA, they would be appreciated) in your area;
128 Adults with learning Difficulties recorded as having Autism Spectrum Conditions.
 85 Adults without Learning Difficulties with diagnosis of Autism
2. How many children;

www.ihal.org.uk/profiles -The Learning disability Profile 2012 for Swindon) says that in the School census Jan 11 we reported 198 pupils with autistic spectrum known to schools.  This was a rate of 6.67 per 1000 placing us below the southwest and England average.  However we have shown an upward trend which suggests we are now catching up with rates elsewhere.
3. What diagnostic services are available to a) adults and b) children?
Adults resident in Swindon can access the Swindon Autism Team for their diagnosis. This is based at Clarence House and is the same team whether they have a learning disability or not.

Children are assessed by the community Pediatricians and Great Western Hospital in Swindon, or, if they also have a mental health condition, they are assessed by the local CAMHS service 

4. What agencies or teams you have that work with autistic people, provide support/services, strategise, etc. 

Within SEQOL there is a diagnostic team which includes SLT’s and Psychology as core but can access OT and Nursing if required.  There are also Day services which can provide specialist support for people with ASC and Learning disability. There are other providers in Swindon of services such as advocacy and further education. Details of these could be obtained through the local branch of the national autistic society

5. An email address/website for each of these agencies or teams where possible. 
Swindon Autism Team can be contacted via sue.smith@seqol.org

6. What the typical process should be for an adult in your area first asking their GP for an assessment for autistic spectrum disorder to receiving a diagnosis/support.
Attached is the diagnostic pathway

The information supplied to you continues to be protected by the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.  You are free to use it for your own purposes, including any non-commercial research you are doing and for the purposes of news reporting.  Any other reuse, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright holder.  Most documents supplied by NHS Swindon will have been produced by government officials and will be Crown Copyright.  You can find details on the arrangements for re-using Crown Copyright on HMSOnline at:

http://www.hmso.gov.uk/copyright/licences/click-use-home.htm
Information you receive which is not subject to Crown Copyright continues to be protected by the copyright of the person, or organisation, from which the information originated.  You must ensure that you gain their permission before reproducing any third party (non Crown Copyright) information.
If you have any queries about this letter, please contact me. Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications. 

If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request and wish to make a complaint or request a review of our decision, you should write to:-

NHS Swindon Complaints Service, NHS Swindon, North Swindon District Centre, Thamesdown Drive, Swindon SN25 4AN, Tel No: 01793 708736

Yours sincerely
Barry Thorp
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Chair:  Ruth Fitzjohn

Chief Executive: Jan Stubbings
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