Dear Ms McCullough,

Freedom of Information Act
 
I write further to your e-mail of 22 June 2012 regarding information held by NHS Suffolk. Your request has been dealt with in accordance with the Trust’s Freedom of Information Act 2000 procedures.

In response to your enquiry, please find the following:

1.How many adults you have with a diagnosis of autistic spectrum disorder (any, although if there are separate statistics for Asperger's, HFA, LFA, they would be appreciated) in your area;

Total no of adults with diagnosis of Autism currently under care of MH/LD services = 95 of which 22 have a diagnosis of Aspergers and 90 children of which 26 have a diagnosis of Aspergers.   

We do not have data on HFA or LFA.

2. How many children;

812 children have a diagnosis of autism (recorded in school census, January 2011

School aged children who have a diagnosis of autism within Suffolk.

· State funded primary schools – 288 children

· State funded secondary schools – 447 children

· Special schools – 77 children

3. What diagnostic services are available to a) adults and b) children;

Adults referred to specialist provider in Cambridge for assessment and diagnosis

Community paediatricians provide diagnostic service for children up to 11 years- SCH 

CAMHS for children who present with a comorbidity irrespective of diagnosis, a diagnosis can be achieved via this route.

4. What agencies or teams you have that work with autistic people, provide support/services, strategise, etc. 

Suffolk Community Health Services for children

Community Learning disability team  for children with moderate to profound LD which will include some children with autism

Specialist health visitors County wide for children aged 0-5 post diagnosis workshop

Early Bird and Early Bird Plus provided by Suffolk County Council provide play workshops for pre school children

County Inclusive Resource Team supports children in mainstream education

Suffolk Community Health Leapfrog service for children aged up to 7 with attachment and behavioural problems

Autism Service provides specialist psychological, Speech and Language, Occupational Therapy and Sensory Assessments for school age children to age 14

5. An email address/website for each of these agencies or teams where possible. 

n/a

6. What the typical process should be for an adult in your area first asking their GP for an assessment for autistic spectrum disorder to receiving a diagnosis/support.

GPs will request referral through PCT extra contractual referral arrangement
If you require further information about your request, please contact me at the address below.
 
Please bear in mind that this information is subject to The Suffolk Primary Care Trust’s copyright unless otherwise indicated.  Unless expressly indicated on the material to the contrary, it may be reproduced free of charge in any format or medium, provided it is reproduced accurately and not used in a misleading manner.  If you re-publish or copy the information to others, you must identify the source of the material and acknowledge the copyright status.  Permission to reproduce material does not extend to any material that is the copyright of third parties.   You must obtain authorisation to reproduce such material from the copyright holders concerned.  For HMSO Guidance Notes on a range of copyright issues, see the HMSO web site: at http://www.opsi.gov.uk/advice/crown-copyright/copyright-guidance/index.htm 
Or contact:
 
HMSO Licensing Division
St Clements House, 2-16 Colegate
Norwich, NR3 1BQ
Tel: 01603 621000
E-mail: hmsolicensing@cabinet-office.x.gsi.gov.uk
 
If you have a complaint about the way your request has been handled, please write to me at the address shown below. A copy of our complaints procedure is available on request.  If you remain dissatisfied with the handling of your request after exhausting our complaints procedure, please contact the Information Commissioner with details of your complaint:
 
Website:     http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk     
Address:     Information Commissioner's Office
      Wycliffe House
                   Water Lane
                   Wilmslow
                   Cheshire SK9 5AF
Tel:             01625 545745
Fax:            01625 524510
 
I hope that we have been able to answer your enquiry to your satisfaction and that you find the information provided useful.
 
Yours sincerely
Pam MacBride, 

Governance and Committee Officer, Corporate Directorate | 01473 770287 | NHS Suffolk | pam.macbride@suffolkpct.nhs.uk |Suffolk Primary Care Trust, Rushbrook House, Paper Mill Lane, Bramford, Ipswich, IP8 4DE 
Please note all visitors are requested to park in the free farm car park across the road, provided by NHS Suffolk. We would encourage visitors to car share whenever possible. 
 Before printing, think about the environment
This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this e-mail in error please notify the originator, delete it, and do not disclose, copy or distribute information in this e-mail or take any action in reliance of its contents as to do so is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. 
Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, except where the sender specifies and with authority, states them to be the views of Suffolk Primary Care Trust.
