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	Question:

1. How many adults you have with a diagnosis of autistic spectrum disorder (any, although if there are separate statistics for Asperger's, HFA, LFA, they would be appreciated) in your area?

2. How many children?

3. What diagnostic services are available to:

a. Adults?

b. Children?

4. What agencies or teams you have that work with autistic people, provide support/services, strategise, etc?

5. An email address/website for each of these agencies or teams where possible? 

6. What the typical process should be for an adult in your area first asking their GP for an assessment for autistic spectrum disorder to receiving a diagnosis/support?



	Response: 

1. Information from the Social Care management record indicates there are 42 people known who have a diagnosis with an estimated additional 50 people who are believed to be on the ASC spectrum. 

Currently there isn't the facility to record this easily on the care management system. The Public Health Team will be doing a full Health Needs assessment for the Implementation Group later this year.  A Health Needs Assessment is done to inform the Strategic Needs Assessment.  The HNA will bring together the most up to date national and local data to create a picture of need in Salford and project future trends.

The Local Implementation Group has done a Self Assessment using the DOH Self Assessment Tool and has an Action Plan based on this.  As part of the national strategy the department of health published a self assessment tool so local districts could measure where they are in terms of the key strategy outcomes. 

We do not know the actual number of children who have a diagnosis of ASD (data is stored in such that can diagnosis tends to be coded at discharge).  However, the numbers of diagnoses of ASD and the number of children referred for assessment of possible ASD are continuing to rise.  We would estimate that CAMHS are currently making the new diagnoses in about 2-3 children most weeks.

a) There is a Diagnostic Pathway via GP referral for Adults and a specific Pathway for adults with a learning disability where ASC is suspected.

b) Work is ongoing to improve compliance with the new Nice Guidance. There is an existing pathway that involves the Child Development team and CAMHS which involves Paediatricians, Educational and Clinical Psychologists, SALT and Education in assessment and information gathering and Child and Adolescent Psychiatry are generally involved in the final diagnosis. 

2. The local Strategy Implementation Group for Salford. This group is multi agency and is working on the local implementation for adults.  The group has a Development Worker situated in day services for people with a learning difficulty.

3. Services for children:

i. CAMHS and the specialist LD/CAMHS have a number of professionals who have some expertise in working with children with an ASD. 

ii. CAMHS and LD/CAMHS run post diagnostic groups for parents( Cygnet)

iii. CAMHS and LD/CAMHS provide a range of parenting and individual interventions.

iv. Children with an ASD are provided for within the Childrens Disability Social Work Team.

v. There is the Social and Communication Team within Education

4. Contact can be made with Sharon.Marsland@Salford.gov.uk about the implementation group and local provision for adults.

5. An adult would consult with their GP and then if appropriate the GP will refer to a Diagnostic Service.  Currently this is the nationally recognised service in Sheffield.

a. For children, GPs would refer to Community Paediatricians, SALT, CAMHS  or children’s Social Care depending on the nature of the enquiry

	Queries:

It is hoped you find these details helpful to your enquiries. However if you are unhappy with this response please let us know, giving your reasons for believing we have not satisfied the requirements of the Freedom of Information Act. 

The matter will then be considered by the Freedom of Information officer who will respond in writing. This correspondence will include details of the Information Commissioner who you can contact if you remain dissatisfied with our response.
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