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Freedom of Information Requests

NHS North East Essex 

659-662 The Crescent

Colchester Business Park

Colchester

CO4 9YQ

Fax: 01206 288561

Tel: 01206 288520

North East: nee-pct.foi@nhs.net
Mid: me-pct.foi@nhs.net
West: we-pct.foi@nhs.net
FOI Request: Autistic Spectrum Disorder
Our Reference Number: 2703 (formerly 2694)
Applicant: Sarah McCulloch
Date: 13 July 2012
Email: 
Dear Ms McCulloch
Further to your request made to the Trust for information relating to the above and pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, please see the Trusts’ response below:

Please note that this response is on behalf of Mid Essex (ME), West Essex (WE) and North East Essex (NEE) PCTs as we are now working as North Essex PCT Cluster.

You asked the following questions.

1. How many adults you have with a diagnosis of autistic spectrum disorder (any, although if there are separate statistics for Asperger's, HFA, LFA, they would be appreciated) in your area?

Answer
There are no precise figures available.  In broad planning terms we work on the 1% national prevalence which equates to potentially 5,800 possible working age adults with all forms of autism in North Essex.

 

2. How many children;

Information regarding the number of children with ASD disorders is not collected and, therefore, not held. You may be able to get this information from the Local Authority which they may be able to source from their SEN (Statement of Educational Need) database.

 

                                                                                                                  Cont/…

3. What diagnostic services are available to a) adults and b) children;

a) Adults - In North East Essex, there is a pilot diagnostic service funded by a QIPP (Quality, Innovation, Productivity and Prevention) scheme. In Mid Essex and West Essex, we are developing a similar pilot to be provided by Herts Partnership Foundation Trust (HPFT), also funded by QIPP. In the interim, there is the facility to purchase individual diagnostic packages from South London & Maudsley or Cambridge and Peterborough NHS Trusts

b) Children- We are currently in the process of developing a local diagnostic service for ASD disorders and would expect this to be commencing this financial year. Currently diagnostic pathways are ad hoc.

 4. What agencies or teams you have that work with autistic people, provide support/services, strategise, etc.

We have no ‘teams’ other than the pilot work with HPFT and that rolling out the pilot in North East. However, we have the voluntary body Autism Anglia based in Colchester and there are some service user/relative groups. 

 

5. An email address/website for each of these agencies or teams where possible.

Autism Anglia – www.autism-anglia.org.uk
6. What the typical process should be for an adult in your area first asking their GP for an assessment for autistic spectrum disorder to receiving a diagnosis/support.
There is no ‘typical’ process to relate here.  Further detail for Mid and West will be available when the pilot has been tested and is ready to be rolled out.

If you are unhappy with our response to your request, you do have the right to request us to review it. Your request should be made within 40 working days of receipt of this letter, and we will reply within 20 working days of receipt. If our decision is unchanged following a review and you remain dissatisfied with this, you then have the right to make a formal complaint to the Information Commissioner who can be contacted at Information Commissioners Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF.

Should you require any further information at this stage, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Yours sincerely,
Liz Mason, Freedom of Information Officer
On behalf of North Essex PCT Cluster
Chief Executive: Sheila Bremner. Chairman: Chris Paveley

NHS North Essex, Swift House, Hedgerows Business Park, Colchester Road, Chelmsford, CM2 5PF
NHS North Essex is a cluster of three primary care trusts working as a single organization

on behalf of Mid Essex PCT, North East Essex PCT and West Essex PCT


