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Thursday 16 August 2012
Dear Ms Mcculloch
Information Request

Further to your email of 26 June 2012, under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, requesting information regarding

We are pleased to be able to provide you with the information you requested.

1. How many adults you have with a diagnosis of autistic spectrum disorder (any, although if there are separate statistics for Asperger's, HFA, LFA, they would be appreciated) in your area;
It is an Oxfordshire priority to put a clear adult diagnostic pathway in place , some diagnosis is done but collection of data on diagnosis is not consistent at present.  

2. How many children;
Data is collected but not consistently collected; in recent analysis referrals to special eduactional needs autism services had referrals of approximately 1000 primary and secondary aged children. 

3. What diagnostic services are available to a) adults and b) children;

Diagnostic services exists for children through secondary care peadiatric services and CAMHS teams. 
For adults with a LD diagnostic services exist  through the local LD health provider. 

It is an Oxfordshire priority to put a clear adult diagnostic pathway in place for adults with autism without an LD and at present it is going through the process of being commissioned through the Any Qualified Provider route. This will available by October 2012.

4. What agencies or teams you have that work with autistic people, provide support/services, strategise, etc. 
Oxfordshire county council LD team and Ridgeway LD NHS provider

Oxfordshire county council adult  teams

Oxford Health – mental health CAMHS and CMHTs

Various voluntary sector organsiations such as Autism Oxford, Autism Faily Support, Oxfordshire Employment Service, Oxfordshire Keen and Great – lesiure activities for people with disabilities, 

5. An email address/website for each of these agencies or teams where possible. 

www.autismoxford.org.uk has links to agencies
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 

www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/about-us 

www.ridgeway.nhs.uk/ 

6. What the typical process should be for an adult in your area first asking their GP for an assessment for autistic spectrum disorder to receiving a diagnosis/support.

If the adult has a LD they will be referred to Ridgeway NHS trust

At present adults without an LD are dealt with on an individual basis and the where appropriate there is a facility to spot purchase an assessment from neighbouring services. An AQP process is underway which should give people a choice of providers from October. 

We do hope you find this information useful, but if you have any further queries then please contact us at the above address.

If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request and wish to make a complaint or request a review of our decision, you should write to the:  Director of Nursing and Quality, NHS Oxfordshire, Jubilee House, 5510 John Smith Drive, Oxford Business Park South, Oxford, OX4 2LH.

If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure. 

The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: The Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF.
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